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hardly be refused, so  Pelicier wired back inviting  him to
'Come.
The people, meanwhile, had no idea what was going on.
Pressure was constantly being exerted on the Conseil General
to demand another 'session extraordinaire,' but Pelicier was
anxious to avoid meeting the Conseil again. An ; Ordre du
Jour' (Order of the Day) was issued by de Quivrecourt to
Ms officers and men, and some copies of this were smuggled
.ashore by sailors who sympathized with the anti-Vichyites.
Its contents were the last thing needed to fan the embers of
public wrath into an open fire of rebellion.
The Ordre du Jour referred to 'unscrupulous agitators'
who were carrying on anti-French activities, attempting to
influence the marines against executing their orders. The
marines were exhorted to have nothing to do with these
* agents of foreign Powers'—Powers which were trying to
exploit the present situation to get a footing in New
Caledonia. 'It is a matter of sheer treason, and not one of
heroic help for Great Britain. The leaders are traitors who
deserve the stake, and wre will not hesitate to lead them there
if they persist in their guilty work.' The Ordre du Jour
went on to accuse those Frenchmen who were organizing
for Free France, of being actuated by the basest motives of
personal gain, and in the pay of foreign Powers. The
document concluded: 61 warn you against these criminals
and I appeal to your wisdom to reject their advances, and
help me in my mission, etc., etc... .*
This slanderous attack against those citizens who were
the spokesmen of the anti-Vichy public, and were regarded
by the majority of the population much more favourably
than any officials sent from France, was the height of folly
on the part of the Commandant de Quivrecourt.
The day following the disclosure of the Ordre du Jour,
the Conseil General met, and without discussion, adopted a
1,500-word resolution which had been prepared, summaris-
ing the course of events from the signing of the Franco-
German armistice till the arrival of the Dumont d'Urville
in Noumea harbour, concluding with the following words :

